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Title 



AUTOMATED CHECK VERIFICATION AND TRACKING SYSTEM 
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Examiner 



Karl D. Freeh 



Mail Stop Petitions 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 



PETITION UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.47(b) BY 
PERSONS HAVING PROPRIETARY INTEREST TO FILE 
APPLICATION ON BEHALF OF INVENTOR WHO REFUSES TO SIGN 



1. LV Partners, L.P., having a proprietary interest in the above -identified application, signs 
below (through their attorney) and petitions to make this application on behalf of the non-signing 
inventor, Paul Steger, who refuses to sign. 

2. This petition is accompanied by: 

(i) a showing of sufficient proprietary interest, 

(ii) proof of the pertinent facts, 

(iii) the last known address of the non-signing inventor as set forth in the accompanying 
"DETAILS OF EFFORTS TO REACH NONSIGNING INVENTOR." 

PETITION UNDER 37 C.F.R 1.47(b) 
Serial No.: 09/909,035 

Atty. Dkt. No.: PHLY-25,478 1 



3. The fee set forth in Sec. 1.17(g) ($200.00), required by 37 C.F.R. 1.47(b), is paid by 
Deposit Account. Please charge any additional fees, deficiencies in fees, or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 20-0780/PHLY-25,478 of HOWISON & ARNOTT, L.L.P. 

4. The person making this statement is the owner or a person authorized to sign on behalf of 
the owner on the basis of a chain of title from the inventor to the current assignee, L.V. Partners. 
A Statement Under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is filed concurrently herewith. 



Respectfully submitted, 

HOWISON & ARNOTT L.L.P. 
Attorneys for Applicant 

/Gregory M. Howison, Reg. # 30,646/ 
Gregory M. Howison 
Registration No. 30,646 

GMH/sjg 

P.O.Box 741715 
Dallas, Texas 75374-1715 
Tel: 972-479-0462 
Fax: 972-479-0464 
July 23, 2007 
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m THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

111 re application of: Paul Steger 

For: AUTOMATED CHECK VERIFICATION AND TRACKLNG SYSTEM 

the specification of which was filed on July 19, 2001, as Application Serial No. 09/909,035. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS M SUPPORT OF FILBN^G ON BEHALF OF NONSIGNTNG 
INWNTOR (37 C.F.R.. § 1.47) 

This statement is made as to the exact facts that are relied upon to establish the diligent 
effort made to secure the execution of the declaration by the nonsigning ioYentor for the above- 
identified patent application before deposit thereof in the Patent and Trademait Office. 

This statejment is being made by tlie available person having first-hand knowledge of the 
facts recited therein. 

IDENTIFICATION OF PERSON M.AKING THIS STATEME-NT OF FACTS 
Gregory' M. Howison 

HOWISON, THOMA & ARNOTT, L.L.P. 
12225 Greenville Ave., Ste. 985 
Dallas, TX 75243 

LAST KNOWN ADDRESS OF THE NONSIGNING INVENTOR 

Paul Steger 

2624 E. Shorewood Blvd. 
Shorewoo4\¥I 53211 
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BETAILS OF EFFORTS TO REACH NONSIGNING INVENTOR 



I, Gregoiy M. Howison, with offices at Howison, Thoma & Amott, L.L.P., 12225 
GrecTivijle Avenue, Suite 985, Dallas, Texas 75243 make the foil owing statement of facts in 
support of Filing on Behalf of Nonsigning Inventor pursuant to 37 C.F.R. Sec. 1 .47(b). 

Tlie last known address of the nonsigning inventor, Paul Stager, is 2624 E. Shorewood 
Blvd., Shorewood, Wisconsin 5321 1. 

I made the following efforts to reach the nonsigiihig inventor, Mr, Paul Steger. On 
October 16, 2001, a letter, signed by Mr, Wilham S. Leftwich, Vice President of DCCP, Inc., the 
assignee of U.S. Patent No. 5,925,865 which is the subject of the present Reissue Patent 
Application, Serial No. 09/909,035, was sent via U.S. mail to Mr. Paul Steger at the above 
address together with a Reissue Declaration and Power of Attorney. The letter from Mr. 
Leftwich requested Mr. Steger to sign the Reissue Declm-ation and return it to me, Gregoiy M, 
Howison. Copies of the above documents are attached. 

There being no response, Mr. Leftwich on November 1 6, 2001 again sent his letter and 
the Reissue Declaration via U.S. Certified Mail to Mr. Steger at the above address. The letter, in 
its envelope, was returned to DCCP, Inc. by the U.S. Postal Service marked "Forwarding Order 
Expired," Copies of these documents are attached, including the envelope. 

On December 10, 2001 1, Gregory M. Howison, performed a search on the Internet and 
located an address for a Mr. Paul R. Steger at 1630 Bultman Road, Madison, Wisconsin 53704- 
3676. This information was communicated via e-mail to Ms, Suzy Fulton, Intellectual Property 
counsel at DCCP, Inc. On December 10, 2001 , Mr. Leftwich sent a thu-d copy of his letter and 
tiie Reissue Declaration, again via Certified Mail, to this Mr. Steger at the new address. This 
letter was returned by Mr. Paul R. Steger in an envelope postmarked January 2, 2002 together 
with a notation statmg "Sorry, you have the wrong Paul Steger," followed by his signature. A 
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copy of this document is attached. 

Oa January 11, one of my associates, upon telephoning an attorney of record (Mr. 
William M. Hanlon, Jr. of Troy, Michigan) for Mr. Paul Stegerto obtain Mr. Stager's last known 
address, received the same Shorewood, Wisconsin address shown above. This associate, on 
March 7, 2002 also received the same information from Mr. Steger's last known attorney of 
record (Mr. Robert F. Peny of New York, New York) in response to a telephone inquiry of 
March 6, 2002. Further, a telephone information inquuy by this associate on March 7, 2002 
provided tlie result that there was no listing of Mr. Paul Steger, or a Mr. P. Steger, at tlie 2624 E, 
Shorewood address in Shorewood, Wisconsin, nor is anyone by that name listed in the telephone 
directory for Shorewood, Wisconsin. 

Further an outside search firm, US Search, was contracted to search for Mr, Steger. They 
found no forwarding address. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true, and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that wilful false statements and the Uke so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or botli, under Sec. 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 




GMH:jk 

P.O. Box 741715 
Dallas, Texas 75374-1715 
Tel: 972-479-0462 
Fax: 972-479-0464 
March 11, 2002 
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PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: 



Paul Steger 

AUTOMATED CHECK VERIFICATION AND TRACKING 



For: 



SYSTEM 



Reissue of U.S. Patent No. 



5,925,865 
July 20, 1999 



Issued: 



Commissioner of Patents 
and Trademarks 
BOXREISSUE 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

REISSUE DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

I, Paul Steger, declare that: 

My residence, Post Office address and citizenship are stated below next to my name. 

I am the Paul Steger who was the applicant for U.S. Patent Application, Serial No. 
08/863,731 filed May 27, 1997, which issued as U.S. Letters Patent No. 5,925,865 on July 20, 
1999. 

I believe that I am the original, first and sole inventor of the subject matter that is 
described and claimed in Letters Patent 5,925,865, granted on July 20, 1999, and for which 
invention I solicit a Reissue Patent on the invention entitled AUTOMATIC CHECK 
VERIFICATION AND TRACKING SYSTEM, the specification of which is attached hereto. 

I have assigned the entire right, title and interest in and to U.S. Letters Patent No. 
5,925,865 as well as the U.S. Letters Patent No. 5,594,226 issued Januaiy 14, 1997; to DCCP, 
INC., a corporation of the State of Delaware, as evidenced by the Assignment document 
executed on March 24, 2000 and recorded in the records of the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office at reel 010766 and frame 0602 on May 1, 2000. 



Acknowledgment of Review of Papers and Duty of Candor 



I hereby declare that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified 
specification for reissue, including the original patent claims and the newly added claims 
presented in the Reissue Application. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office all 
infomiation known to me which is material to the patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 

Claim of Priority 

I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 120 of the United States applications/patents 
identified as: 

a) U.S. Serial No. 08/863,73 1 filed May 27, 1 997; 

b) U.S. Serial No. 08/679,276 filed July 12, 1996; 

c) U.S. Serial No. 08/523,646 filed September 5, 1 995, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,594,226; 
and 

d) U.S. Serial No. 08/273,372 filed July 11,1 994. 

Statement of Inoperativeness 

I believe the original patent to be wholly or partly inoperative by reason of the patentee 
claiming less than the patentee had a right to claim in the original patent. 

The error arose because of my failure, and the failure of my patent attorney, to appreciate 
the full scope of the invention. As a result, claims covering the broader aspect of my invention 
were not included in the application for the original patent, nor in any amendment thereto. 

I declare that all errors which are being coiTected in this Reissue Application up to the 
time of filing of this declaration, arose without any deceptive intention on the part of the 
applicant. 



Power of Attorney 



I hereby appoint the following attorneys to prosecute this application and transact all 
business in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith. 



Gregory M. Howison 


Reg. 


No. 


30,646 


Roger N. Chauza 


Reg. 


No. 


29,753 


Peter .!. Thoma 


Reg. 


No. 


28,121 


Mark W. Handley 


Reg. 


No. 


36,821 


John J. Arnott 


Reg. 


No. 


39,095 


Stephen S. Mosher 


Reg. 


No. 


33,974 


William Gustavson 


Reg- 


No. 


29,160 



of the firm HOWISON, CHAUZA, THOMA, HANDLEY & ARNOTT, L.L.P., my attorneys 
with full power of substitution and revocation. 

Please send all correspondence in comiection with this Reissue Application and any 
continuations thereof, to: 

Direct Telephone Calls To: 



HOWISON, CHAUZA, THOMA, HANDLEY 
& ARNOTT, L.L.P. 
P.O. Box 741715 
Dallas, Texas 75374-1715 



Gregory M. Howison 

at (972) 479-0462 

Fax: 972-479-0464 

Atty. Docket No. PHLY-25,478 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are trae and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the reissue application 
or any reissue patent issued thereon. 

Inventor's Full Name: Paul Steger 

Residence: Shorewood, Wisconsin, U.S.A. 

Citizenship: U.S.A. 

Post Office Address: 2624 E. Shorewood Blvd. Shorewood, WI 5321 1 



Inventor's Signature: 
Date: 
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atpressway. Suite 500. Dallas, TiUm 7S2il-, _ 

I am fflithori^«d%ttc fottowis^ P<«orcr ji^^ ^tity with sufficient 

propriety «tc«^V iKXiF. Wr209 

^mM^nhM24 R Storc^ooiBlvd, Stiordwood. WI 53211. U.8-A. 
Fka.« diarge-aiiy addtoiftc^^^I « f^' °r credit overpaymeat to 



PHLY-25,47a 



PTO/Se/52 (03-02) 
Approved for use through 01/31/2QCM. 0M8 0651^0033 



, , , , ^-S. Pgtsnt and Trademark Office- U S DEPARjyFNT f-riUfui^^-rt= 

Un6.r .he Papa^ork RedocUon Aot of 1995. no pe^ons a,, required .g „ to a coteotioo of ,.fo.n,.tion u.,e.: it displays a OMB IToZS^' 



REISSUE APPLICATION DECLARATION BY THE ASSIGNEE 



! hereby declare that: 
The residence, mailing address and citizenship of the inventors are stated below. 
I am authorized to act on behalf of the foliowing assignee: PCCP, Inc. 



Docket Number (optional) 
PHLY-25.47ft 



and the title of my position with said assignee is: Vi rta Prt^^pj dpnt-. 
The entire title to the patent Identified below is vested in said assignee. 



Inventor 

Paul Steger 



Residence/Mailing Address 

2624 E. ShorPwnnH B 1 vrt . ^ Shore vood , WI ^3711 



Citizenship 
IISA_ 



Inventor 



Residence/Mailing Address 



Citizenship 



□ Additional Inventors are named on separately numbered sheets attached hereto. 



Patent Number Date of Patent Issued 

5,925,865 I July 20, 1999 



Title of Invention 

AUTOMATIC CHECK VKRIFiraTTON AUT) TRarRTMn qvc^^F F 



' — — ' ■ < — ™J_ia..£:a.i_»ia,_La.iuji ^ J- H n 

! believe said inventor(s) to be the original and first inventor(s) of the subject matter which is 
described and claimed in said patent, for which a reissue patent is sought on the invention entitled- 
AUTOMATIC CHECK VERIFICATIOM AND TRAPRTMr. qvc^ i^'H 



the specification of which 
Q is attached hereto. 

H was filed on July 19, 2 O Q^ reissue application number 09 / 909, 035 

and was amended on N/A ^ 

{ff applicable) 

I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified specification, including the claims as 
amended by any amendment referred to above. 

1 acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR 1.56. 

I verily believe the original patent to be wholly or partly inoperative or invalid, for the reasons described 
below. (Check all boxes that apply.) 

[U by reason of a defective specification or drawing, 

S by reason of the patentee claiming more or less than he had the right to claim in the patent 
by reason of other errors. 
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AJ tassi one fffOf . op<»i wNcti relttiic Is btti^ 

Ths error arose ftecauas-'0'f'--tli« £aii»r» of thm patentee, and 
th® failure of Ms paitdni n'-ptotn&y* to appraclat* the fwll 
Ecop* Of ehe lnv«nfcion. As. a retalfc, cl&lraa cov&rlnt fctie 
broader aspect af tlia tnVeti.t ion,. vera not included in th« 
application for the otiginal patent, nor in any aweniJment 
thereto. 
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John J. .Arno-fefe. 
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